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impresario disembarked at Port TewfiL She argued to
herself that, if Vronsky considered Durrant to be in a
position to secure him influential patrons, there was no
reason why Durrant should not also introduce her to
wealthy supporters, who would assist Petrovka, the
pianist, when she made her professional debut in India.
Olga was gratified by Durrant's admiration of her playing,
practised with him at odd hours, and insisted upon his
singing at all her afternoon recitals.
To facilitate his friendship with Olga, Durrant did his
best to cultivate intimacy with Ali Beg, but his efforts in
this direction were futile. Because of his wife's new
friends, Ali Beg became even more morose. For an
Indian who had resided long in Europe, Ali Beg was
extraordinarily gauche, and unlike most Muhammadans,
who are keen sportsmen, he did not take the slighest
interest in games. He was ridiculously self conscious,
and was annoyed at his lack of proficiency in deck sports,
to which his recent accident contributed. Finally, he
refused to play, and assumed the role of scowling
spectator, alert for any act or gesture suggestive, even
remotely, of impropriety.
The day before Aden there was a small incident
symptomatic of Ali's tense condition, A homeward-
bound liner passed close to the Shah Jahatt and the pas-
sengers flocked to the decks to wave and cheer. Carter,
Olga's principal subaltern adorer, lent her his heavy
prism binocukrs, and while she held them to her eyes he
adjusted the focusing screws* Of necessity, this
action brought the lad's body in contact with Olga's, and
Ali Beg considering this an unwarranted familiarity,
angrily snatched the glasses from Olga's hands. cc When
my wife needs gksses, she can use mine," he snarled, his
eyes flashing.
The passengers, and there were many, who witnessed
Ali Beg's outburst of temper, were astonished, and all
sympathised with Olga who, ashamed of her husband,